
ART AND DESIGN AT MALMESBURY PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

ART AND DESIGN 
 

EYFS EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN  in the EYFS 

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and 
creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling 
them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what 
children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, 
vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their 
experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, 
respond to and observe. 
 

NURSERY 

• Make imaginative and complex ‘small 
worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, 
such as a city with different buildings and a 
park. 

• Explore different materials freely, to develop 
their ideas about how to use them and what 
to make.  

• Develop their own ideas and then decide 
which materials to use to express them.  

• Join different materials and explore 
different textures. 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines 
and begin to use these shapes to represent 
objects.  

• Draw with increasing complexity and detail, 
such as representing a face with a circle and 
including details.  

• Use drawing to represent ideas like 
movement or loud noises.  

• Show different emotions in their drawings 
and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear, 
etc.  

• Explore colour and colour mixing. Show 
different emotions in their drawings – 
happiness, sadness, fear, etc. 

 

RECEPTION 

• Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic 
effects to express their ideas and feelings.  

• Return to and build on their previous 
learning, refining ideas and developing their 
ability to represent them.  

• Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, 
resources and skills. 

 

 Autumn  Spring Summer 

Y1 Spirals 

 

 Inspired by Flora 
& Fauna 

Making Birds 

 

 

Y2 Explore and Draw  Exploring the 
World Through 

Mono Print 

Be An Architect 
 

 

Y3 Gestural Drawing 
with Charcoal 

 Cloth, Thread, 
Paint 

 

Telling Stories 
Through Drawing & 

Making 

 

Y4 Telling Stories 
Through Drawing & 

Making 

 Exploring 
Pattern 

 

Festival Feasts 

 

 

Y5 Typography & 
Maps 

 

 Fashion Design 

 

Set Design 

 

 

Y6 2D Drawing to 3D 
Making 

 Activism 

 

Take a Seat 
 

 

 

https://www.accessart.org.uk/spirals/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flora-and-fauna/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/flora-and-fauna/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/pathway-making-birds/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-the-world-through-mono-print/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/be-an-architect/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/gestural-drawing-with-charcoal/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/cloth-thread-paint/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/telling-stories-through-making/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/exploring-pattern/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/sculptural-food
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
https://www.accessart.org.uk/typography-and-maps/
http://www.accessart.org.uk/fashion
http://www.accessart.org.uk/set-design
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making
https://www.accessart.org.uk/2d-drawing-to-3d-making
https://www.accessart.org.uk/activism/
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